
TREVA SAW THE SIGN as she walked down Prospect Avenue, anxious about her future.  “I had just completed 
a stay at a nearby recovery ministry.  Their program only allowed me 30 days, and I was grateful for them, but 
I only had one month clean and I knew I wasn’t ready,” she recalls.  “I was praying for help and then I saw the 
words ‘KCRM Women’s Center’ on a building.”

 Suddenly hopeful, Treva saw a woman in the Women’s Center parking lot and asked her, “How do I get into 
this place?”  Within minutes she was introduced to Beth Russell, the director of KCRM’s Women’s Center.  “I was 
just praying that God would bring us a new resident,” Beth told her, “and here you are!” 

 Treva’s path to the Women’s Center began early in life.  “Somewhere my mom and I got separated,” she says, 
“and I ended up in foster care for a while.”  Although she was eventually reunited with her mom, Treva was 
marked by abandonment and pain, escaping into addiction and searching for identity.

 Knowing her situation was critical, the Women’s Center staff interviewed and assessed Treva quickly, and 
she was able to move in the very next day.  “I came in ready,” she says. “I had made up my mind that all the old 

things had passed away, and I left it all back there.  I was like a blank canvas ready 
for new colors.  I’ve already had my mess and the mess my family situation had 
caused; now I want God’s instruction and direction.

	 “I	knew	I	needed	the	structure	here	—	I’m	no	longer	a	wildflower	out	in	
the desert.  I was ready to learn and grow.

 “I was in a class with Mr. Joe (Executive Director Joe Colaizzi) and he 
was talking about a big, tall building that had cracks forming at 

the top.  He explained that they couldn’t repair the building until 
the master builder was brought back, and he went 

to the foundation and found where the cracks 
began.  KCRM is helping me face the cracks 
in my own foundation.  God is helping me 
fill	in	the	gaps.”

 Treva can focus on growing from a good 
foundation today because, as she likes to say, 
“I’m safe.  When I go to bed at night, I know 
I’m safe.  

 “I wake up and I know I’m ok, not only 
safe from the streets, but I’m safe from 
internal harm, because I used to live in 
self-hate.		I’m	finally	safe,	and	I	know	God	
is giving me the tools to someday leave this 
place and not just exist, but thrive!”

I’M FINALLY Safe



CHRISTMAS HAPPENS A LOT at Kansas City 
Rescue Mission.

 You see, Christmas marks the moment in time 
when God stepped into the confusion of a dark and 
dying world in the form of His Son, Jesus, to bring 
hope, peace and life.  Galatians 4:4 says it this way, 
“But when the fullness of the time came, God sent 
forth His Son.”  Another way to say it is: At just the 
right moment, God stepped in.

 We love to celebrate the Christmas season 
throughout the Mission each December, but the 
power of Christmas happens every day at KCRM.

 That’s because Christmas happens when God 
steps in. 

 Christmas happened on June 15 of this year 
when Treva (page one), desperate to change the 
path of her life, saw the KCRM Women’s Center 
sign peeking through the trees as she walked 
down Prospect Avenue.  God placed Wendy, one 
of the Women’s Center staff members, outside 
to wait for a woman who didn’t show up for an 
appointment.  Wendy thought Treva was the 
person she was waiting for … which is exactly how 
God set it up.

 At just the right moment, God stepped in.

 By the time 2018 comes to a close, we will have 
served around 87,000 meals in our KCRM dining 
rooms.  Almost 38,000 times one of our guests 
or residents will have found a night’s rest in one 
of our beds.  Thousands of encounters will have 
occurred between hurting and hopeless people 
and our staff, volunteers and other residents who 
have given their lives to healing and hope.  Of 
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those encounters, zero are mere coincidence — 
at least, that’s how we see it.

 I don’t believe your connection to KCRM is 
a coincidence, either.  Whether you’re a long-
time	donor,	a	first-time	volunteer	or	if	you	just	
happened to pick up this newsletter from a table, 
I believe there’s a reason you’re reading this.

 First, I want you to know that God loves you 
very much and created you on purpose and for 
a purpose.  Second, you may be the next person 
God uses to change a life at KCRM!  Whether it 
is through a prayer, a volunteer opportunity or a 
financial	gift,	I	know	you	can	make	a	difference	
in the life of someone who desperately needs an 
encounter with help and hope.

 Christmas, the intersection of God’s heart 
and our lives, happens every day at Kansas City 
Rescue Mission.  And this Christmas season I 
am excited knowing that God will step in again 
and again to help us provide care and comfort 
to people in crisis.

 God’s power and love will be on full display 
— through wonderful people like you — and I 
know He will be right on time!

Joe and Marilyn Colaizzi have loved people at KCRM since 1985.

AS MANY OF YOU KNOW, Rev. Joe Colaizzi has announced his retirement from Kansas City Rescue 
Mission effective February 2, 2020.  After 35 years of ministry to thousands of hurting and homeless 
people, with countless demonstrations of God’s love and life-changing power, Joe will pass the baton to 
a new executive director.  In the year to come, please watch for updates of this important transition and 
for opportunities to celebrate the legacy of Joe and Marilyn Colaizzi at KCRM!



LIKE FAMILIES ALL OVER AMERICA, 
KCRM cherishes its own Christmas 
traditions that bring us closer 
together and instill new memories in 
our hearts.  This season of giving is 
especially beautiful because the gifts 
we share with the homeless come 
straight from the loving hands of our 
donors and volunteers … FROM YOU! 

 This year, each man and woman 
staying at KCRM over Christmas will 
receive a gift package filled with 
new clothing and other items, both 
practical and fun.  We’ve collected 
much of what we need, but we 
still have a long way to go!  Please 
consider helping ensure that every 
homeless person at KCRM receives a 
gift package.  Ship or bring your gifts 
to KCRM, 1520 Cherry Street, KCMO 
64108.  (You can order from our wish 
list at Amazon.com, too.  Look for 
“Christmas in July.”)

MEN’S CENTER
GIFT PACKAGES
(New only, please) 
• Full-size tubes toothpaste (57 total)
• Water-resistant winter gloves (104)
• Wallets (113)
• Zip-up hoodies (133)
• Flannel shirts, all sizes (108)
• 3-ounce lotions (129)
• Backpacks (92)
• Thermal bottoms, all sizes, (70)
• Thermal tops, all sizes (111)
• Activity/Sudoku Books (86) 
• $25 Wal-mart gift cards  (40)

WOMEN’S CENTER
GIFT PACKAGES
(New only, please, 20 each) 
• $25 Wal-mart gift cards
• Bracelets, necklaces 
• Products for African-American hair
• Small pretty journals 
• Life Recovery Bibles NLT Translation 

(Large Print)
• Gel pens in different colors
• Bath towels
• Cowboy boots for equine therapy
• Billfolds 
• Backpacks

KCRM Christmas WISH LIST
(New only, please) 

A GIFT FROM THIS ONGOING NEEDS LIST will 
minister to the homeless served at KCRM all year long!  
Check our immediate needs list for more at kcrm.org.
• Flip flops and shower shoes, all sizes
• Toothbrushes 
• Disposable shavers and shaving cream
• Men’s and women’s underwear, all sizes
 • Nonperishable foods such as canned vegetables, fruit, 

peanut butter, cold and hot cereals, pasta, etc. 
 • Experiencing God devotional books
 • Alarm clocks
 • Bus passes

SUPPORT KCRM’S PROGRAMS 
AND SERVICES
HELP TRANSFORM LIVES BY SUPPORTING THESE NEEDS.  
Contact Julie Larocco, director of development, at (816) 421-
7643, ext. 141 or jlarocco@kcrm.org for details!
• Adopt a C-COR resident’s room for one year with a gift of 

$20,314
• Provide a week of shelter, meals, showers, clothing, medical 
 care, chaplaincy and more for a homeless man: $317.16
• Provide dinner at our men’s and women’s centers for one 

evening: $300 (a full day of meals costs around $500)
• Provide 100 bus passes for the homeless: $150.00 
• Provide a washer and drier for men’s transition dorm: $1,500
• Provide a commercial washer and drier for men’s emergency 

shelter (we need two sets): $17,000 each
• Anti-microbial mattresses and pillows: $110 a set ($2,200 for 20)

Christmas, my child, is love in action.
— Dale Evans
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DENNY AND CARL BOLTE are close and active 
brothers who, now in their mid-90s, are deeply 
committed to their community … including those 
surviving on the streets.  Both rarely miss the weekly 
downtown Rotary meeting, where they learn more about 
local organizations and socialize with other community-
minded Kansas Citians. That’s where they met KCRM 
Executive Director Joe Colaizzi several years ago.
 “We admire what KCRM does to help people get back 
on their feet, helping them find work, putting marriages 
back together,” says Carl. “We like that the word ‘RESCUE’ 
is in your name, and that’s what you do for many lives.”
 Each year, the brothers support our ministries to the 
homeless through gifts of stock directly transferred to 
KCRM. They both say, “Giving stock is a convenient way to 
give and makes sense with our financial strategy.” 
 “We urge others to join us to support this selfless and 
dedicated organization,” Carl says. “It’s a ministry in the 

KC WOLF DROPPED BY TO HELP teams build their towers 
at KCRM’s TP Tower Rally this past September.  Thank you, KC 
Wolf, and all TP Tower contestants! 
 Thanks also to Price Chopper, Scott Tissue, and Trail 
Ridge Elementary School, Krump dancer Vendetta (James 
Clark) and all of the volunteers that made the 2018 rally the 
most successful to date.
 Because of your support KCRM has collected more than 
27,000 rolls of TP, which is being distributed to needy families 
and ministries throughout our community, as well as supplying 
our facilities for the year to come.  Thank you all!
 Congratulations to this year’s rally winners!  Bethlehem 
Lutheran Church won the grand prize, collecting 4,070 rolls 
of toilet paper!  Lawson Bible Church was awarded most 
creative sculpture, utilizing 2,711 rolls in the process, and 
Prairie Baptist Church erected the tallest tower with 863 rolls!
 Great job everyone!  We are flush with pride for you!

ROLLING OUT THE WINNERS!

heart of America that lives up to its name.” 
PLEASE NOTE: To make a year-end gift of 
stock to KCRM or for more information about 
planned giving, contact Julie Larocco, director 
of development, at (816) 421-7643, ext. 141 or 
jlarocco@kcrm.org.

olte Brothers:THE
“WE URGE YOU TO JOIN US!”

Denny and Carl Bolte rarely miss a Rotary meeting. 
“In fact,” Carl notes proudly of his brother, 

“Denny is a past president of Rotary!”

KC Wolf had everyone rolling with laughter during 
KCRM’s 2018 TP Tower Rally.


