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From the time he was 14 and his older brothers 

introduced him to drugs, to just a little over a year 

ago when he tried to commit suicide, Brian lost 

jobs, homes, and people he loved. 

“I’ve always known I hurt a lot of people, and that I 

was my own worst enemy,” he says. “I fi gured after 

44 years, it was time to clean up my act.”

Read more of his amazing 
journey inside...

“This place saved 
my life.” 

What you’ll fi nd inside: 
• May you be blessed! 

• “God is real, and I believe 
He helps us.” 

• Join Us This Easter 

What you’ll fi nd 
inside:

• ThanksGiving 

• “God brought me here to 
open my eyes.” 

• Pray & Give Thanks! 

• Lend a helping hand this 
season! 

DONATE. VOLUNTEER. CONNECT. ShelterKC.org  f I Y

YES, I’ll bless people in need with food, shelter and care this Thanksgiving season. 

 $26.91 for 13 meals and care
 $51.75 for 25 meals and care
 $76.59 for 37 meals and care
 $  to help as many 

 people as possible
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 Bill my credit card

 Make this a monthly gift 

Point your 
smartphone 
camera here 
to give now

We’re so grateful to all 
of you who supported 

Project Beat the 
Heat this summer. 
As temperatures 
soared and conditions 
became dangerous 

for those living on the 
streets, your compassion 

and generosity provided 
life-saving relief. 

Thanks to your support, Shelter KC was able to 
distribute hundreds of heat survival kits to our 
homeless neighbors. These kits—fi lled with bottled 
water, sunscreen, deodorant, granola bars, and New 
Testaments—offered both physical comfort and 
spiritual encouragement during the hottest days of 
the year. 

Each kit was a tangible reminder that someone 
cares. Thank you for being part of this effort and for 
making a real difference in the lives of those who 
needed it most. 

Leaving a 
Legacy 
of Care 
Since 1950, 
generous 
partners like 
you have helped 
transform lives 
across Kansas City 
through your faithful support of Shelter KC. 

By making a bequest through your will or estate 
plans, you can extend your impact for years to 
come—while potentially receiving valuable tax 
benefi ts. It’s a simple yet meaningful way to 
leave a legacy of care and hope. 

To learn more, please contact Kara Feitz at 
(816) 421-7643 or at KFeitz@ShelterKC.org.
And if you’ve already included Shelter KC in 
your estate plans, please let us know so we can 
acknowledge your generosity.

Thank you!

DONATE FASTER ONLINE:  
ShelterKC.org
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“God brought me here to 

Lend a helping hand this 

Thank you for helping 
neighbors Beat the Heat!  
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fake hip,” he remembers. “But when I got here, it 
was not what I expected. I was thankful to have 

food and a roof over my head.”  

Once his life was stable, 
Brian began thinking about 

the future. That included 
taking part in Shelter KC’s 
Christian Community 
of Recovery (C-COR) 
program for men battling 

life-controlling addictions. 

“After talking with one of the 
guys in the program, I realized 

that when the lady called the police to 
keep me from killing myself, that was God. Then 
God brought me here to open my eyes. After 
being on drugs for 40 years, God said, ‘You need 
to come back to me. You need to straighten 
your life up.’” 

“This place saved my life,” Brian says. “There are 
a lot of people out there who need a chance to 
get back on their feet. We get three meals a day. 
A roof over our heads. So, ‘thank you’ to all the 
donors. We appreciate it. The money is going to 
help men who have problems. I wouldn’t want 
to be on the streets, and I wouldn’t want anyone 
else to be.” 

Thank you for helping Brian fi nd a new life through 
your prayers and support! 

Eric Burger, 

Executive Director

“God brought me here to 
open my eyes.” 

DIRECTOR’S 
MESSAGE

Brian wanted to follow in his older 
brothers’ footsteps, so at 14 he started 
smoking pot. His addiction continued 

through high school and into college, 
where, despite his drug use, he managed 
to graduate and secure a job at a bank. 

His drug use escalated as he went to 
work – from pot to pills and eventually 
to heroin. At 29, out of a job and living 
with his parents, Brian decided to enlist 
in the Army. It was there that his drug of 
choice became alcohol. 

His drinking continued “hot and heavy” 
through the birth of a son, a marriage and 
divorce, and the loss of several jobs. 

After experiencing so much loss, one night 
Brian attempted to end his life with booze and a 
bottle of pills. Thank God a woman witnessed it 
and called 911! 

“After 44 years, it was time to clean 
up my act.” 

Brian was taken to Olathe Medical Center where 
they pumped his stomach and detoxed him.   
From there, he was sent to a mental health 
center here in Kansas City and then to Shelter KC. 

“The fi rst thing I thought was, ‘What kind of 
atmosphere is this going to be?’ I was worried 
because I was 58, walked with a cane, and had a 

ThanksGiving
We all have so much to be thankful for.   

Family. Friends. Homes. Jobs. The list of 

blessings goes on and on. 

Here at Shelter KC, our guests are thankful 

for safe, warm shelter and nourishing 

meals. Once their basic needs are met, we 

work with them to restore their lives and 

help them grow in their walk with Christ. 

None of this would be possible without the 

prayers and support of friends like you. 

Whether you volunteer your time, help us 

restock our pantry or send a gift, you are 

the fuel that keeps this ministry running! 

So as Thanksgiving approaches, we and 

those whose lives you have saved and 

changed give thanks for YOU. 

May God richly bless you and yours at 

Thanksgiving and always! 

Eric Burger 
Executive Director

DIRECTOR’S 
MESSAGE

Lend a helping hand this Thanksgiving season!
Volunteering is a great way to support neighbors 
in need—and we have opportunities for 
individuals, families, and groups. Whether you’re 
serving meals or organizing donations, you can 
make a difference in someone’s life this season. 

For more information about volunteering, 
call (816) 421-7643 or go to ShelterKC.org 
and click on “Volunteer.”

Prices may have increased 
nearly everywhere – but 
you can still feed a
hungry man or woman
at Shelter KC for just
$2.07. 

Thanks to generous 
donations of food and 
supplies, we’re able to 
keep costs low and stretch 
every dollar you give to provide nourishing 

meals and the hope of Jesus to 
people in need. 

As Thanksgiving 
approaches, we’re 
preparing to serve over 
30,000 meals to hungry 
guests. Your support will 

help feed them—and 
remind them they’re not 

forgotten. 

Please give today by mail or 
donate online at ShelterKC.org. 

God bless you! 

Complete 
Thanksgiving Dinner 

— Just $2.07!  
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