
Fall 2026 | Vol. 25 | Number 3 

CONNECT

What you’ll fi nd inside: 
• May you be blessed! 
• “God is real, and I believe 

He helps us.” 
• Join Us This Easter 

What you’ll fi nd 
inside:

• Blessings! 
• “I needed to get myself 

right with God.” 
• Calling all Thanksgiving 

volunteers! 
• Thank you for helping 

neighbors Beat the Heat! 

DONATE. VOLUNTEER. CONNECT. ShelterKC.org  f I Y

YES, I’ll bless people in need with food, shelter and care this Thanksgiving season.

 $26.91 for 13 meals and care
 $51.75 for 25 meals and care
 $76.59 for 37 meals and care
 $  to help as many 

 people as possible

N09261300

Card # Exp. Date  CVV/SEC#       

Phone #  Email 

Name

Address  City  ST  ZIP

 Bill my credit card  Make this a   
     monthly gift 

Point your 
smartphone 
camera here 
to give now

Since 1950, 
partners like 
you have been 
changing lives in 
Kansas City through 
your generous support for 
Shelter KC. 

By including Shelter KC in your will or estate 
plans, you can carry that impact forward 
for generations—while taking advantage of 
potential tax benefi ts. It’s a straightforward, 
meaningful way to create a legacy of care and 
hope. 

For more information, please contact Kara 
Feitz at (816) 421-7643 or at KFeitz@ShelterKC.
org. And if you’ve already included Shelter KC 
in your estate plans, please let us know so we 
can properly acknowledge your generosity. 
Thank you! 

DONATE FASTER ONLINE:  
ShelterKC.org

It was cold outside when Luis came to Shelter KC. He had slept 
in the woods and behind dumpsters. He was tired of being 
cold, and tired of trying to escape the troubles that life had 
handed him: sexual, physical and mental abuse. A spiral into 
addiction. 

 “Having a roof over my head was great, and later the 
recovery was great,” he says. “But the biggest thing, 
the most important thing, was getting a relationship 
with God. It’s that simple.” 

Learn more inside about Luis’ inspiring journey 
and how he found God and a new life. 

 “I spent most of my   
   life trying to escape.” 

Leaving a 
Legacy 

We wish to thank all of you who supported Project 
Beat the Heat this summer. Even as temperatures 
soared, your compassion and generosity provided 
life-saving relief. 

Thanks to your support, 
Shelter KC was able to 
distribute hundreds 
of survival kits 
to our homeless 
neighbors. These 
kits — which 
included bottled 
water, sunscreen, 
deodorant, granola 
bars, and New Testaments—
offered both physical comfort and spiritual 
encouragement during the hottest days of 
the year. 

Each kit was a tangible reminder that someone 
cares. Thank you for being part of this effort and 
for making a difference this summer!

Thank you for helping 
neighbors Beat the Heat!
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Eric Burger, 
Executive Director

“I needed to get myself right with God.” 
DIRECTOR’S 
MESSAGE

Luis had never been in a place like Shelter 
KC before. He initially came here for a 
hot meal and shelter from the cold. 

But what he found was a new way of life.   

“I had grown up with abuse,” he says. 
“Sexual, mental and physical. On top of 
that, I had neurological problems like 
ADHD. I spent most of my life trying to 
escape things.” 

Because of these troubles, Luis had spent 
most of his life denying God. But after coming 
to Shelter KC, Luis had a change of heart. “I knew 
that if I could get myself right with God, I could 
address other issues along the way.” 

And God began speaking to Luis during chapel 
services. “It seemed like the speaker was speaking 
directly to me at every service,” he remembers. “It 
felt like God was having a sit-down, heart-to-heart 
talk with me. It was all I could do to keep from 
crying. It was that deep of a conversation that I 
thought God was having with me.” 

That experience motivated Luis to join our 
Christian Community of Recovery (C-COR) 
program. “I felt like God said, ‘Hey, you’ve been 
doing it your way. Are you fi nally going to listen 
and take this path I’ve had for you all along?’” 

Blessings!  
Thanks to caring partners like you, our 

guests count their blessings all year round! 

They give thanks for the blessings you 
have helped bestow on their lives. For a 
roof over their heads. For food on the table. 
For being reunited with family and loved 
ones. For being surrounded with people 
who help restore their lives and their faith. 

On Thanksgiving Day, and every day, 
we start with gratitude. To the Lord for 
allowing us to be a part of this great work. 
For our staff who are dedicated to reaching 
out to all those in need. For the wonderful 
volunteers who come alongside us. And for 
you. 

As Thanksgiving nears, and more men 
and women come to Shelter KC seeking to 
change their lives, your support is so vital 
to helping them fi nd healing, recovery and 
a path forward. 

The transformations that happen 
here every day are made possible by the 
blessings YOU provide. Thank you! 

God bless you for caring, 

Eric Burger, CEO

CEO’S 
MESSAGE

Having graduated from C-COR, Luis 
attends seminary classes and is 

enrolled in our Discipleship 
Through Service (DTS) 
program. He gives back in 
various ways, including 
helping organize volunteers 
and managing the men in 

the program who work there. 
“I talk with both the homeless 

guests and the C-COR guys to 
get a sense of what’s going on and 

to help them out.” 

He has also reestablished ties with his family. 
“Even though I’m still divorced, my ex-wife and I 
can talk again. I have a lot of family members who 
had cut me off completely and who now talk with 
me again, including my sister.” 

“I’ll never be able to fully repay the gift this 
place gave me,” he says. “I was on the path to 
physical and spiritual death. I was at a point 
where I had no hope. I wanted to die, but God 
protected me for this redemption. Now I have 
hope. I have purpose.” 

Calling all Thanksgiving 
volunteers! 
Volunteering this time of year is a great way to support 
neighbors in need, and we have plenty of opportunities for 
individuals, families and groups. Whether you’re serving 
meals or organizing donations, you can make a real 
difference in someone’s life this season. 

For more information about volunteering, call (816) 421-7643 
or go to ShelterKC.org and click on “Volunteer.” 

Even though prices for 
food and other supplies 
have increased almost 
everywhere, you can 
still feed a hungry man 
or woman at Shelter KC 
for only $2.07. 

Thanks to generous donations of 
food and supplies, we’re able to keep costs 
low and make the most of your fi nancial 
gifts to provide nourishing meals and the 

hope of Jesus to people in 
need. 

This Thanksgiving 
season, we’re preparing 
to serve over 30,000 

meals to hungry guests. 
Your gift today will help 

feed them and remind them 
they’re not forgotten. 

Please mail your gift or donate online at 
ShelterKC.org. 

God bless you!

Complete 
Thanksgiving Dinner 
— Just $2.07! 

“I want to give back to this place for 
what it gave to me.” 

Thank you for helping Luis fi nd a new life through your prayers and support! 
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